REVIEWS 


Progressive Medicine. A Quarterly Digest of Advances, 
Discoveries and Improvements in the Medical and Surgical 
Sciences. Edited by Hobart Amory’Hare, Professor of 
Therapeutics and Diagnosis in the Jefferson Medical College 
of Philadelphia; Physician to the Jefferson Medical College 
Hospital; assisted by Leighton F. Appleman, M.D., Instructor 
in Therapeutics, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, etc. 
Vol. I, March, 1913; pp. 353. Philadelphia and New York: 
Lea & Febiger. 

The first volume of Progressive Medicine for this year opens 
with an article of 106 pages on the surgery of the head, neck, and 
thorax by Charles II. Frazier. The hypophysis, meningitis, and 
trigeminal neuralgia are among the most important subjects con¬ 
sidered under the head. A wealth of interesting material is 
reviewed in the course of his discussion of the thorax, particularly 
surgery of the heart and great vessels, intratracheal insufflation, and 
surgery of chronic disease of the lungs. The most noteworthy 
topics discussed in the remainder of his contribution are cancer 
of the mouth, lips, tongue, and pharynx, cervical lymphadenitis, 
cervical ribs, goitre, and breast tumors. 

John Ruhrah has contributed a most interesting article of 112 
pages on infectious diseases. He lays particular stress upon cerebro¬ 
spinal fever, diphtheria, kala-azar, leprosy, pneumonia, polio¬ 
myelitis, scarlet fever, tetanus, typhoid fever, tuberculosis, and 
pertussis. No one can read this summary without being impressed 
by the notable advances that are being made in this branch of 
medicine. 

Diseases of children are considered by Floyd M. Crandall in a 
short article. After dwelling upon infant mortality and child 
welfare, he takes up among other subjects, hemorrhage in the 
newborn, edema in infants, chorea, achondroplasia, the exudative 
diathesis, and infant foods. 

Rhinology and laryngology are ably discussed by George B. 
Wood. He first reviews the question of the choice of anesthetics 
for nose and throat operations; then among other interesting topics, 
he considers submucous resection of the nasal septum, nasal diph¬ 
theria, various forms of rhinitis and accessory sinus disease; septic 
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sore throat and Vincent’s angina are among the subjects taken 
up under the pharynx. He then discusses the tonsils and their 
surgery, and finally devotes considerable attention to the larynx. 

A contribution on otology, 'by A. B. Duel, completes the volume. 
He fully enters into the subjects of meningitis, the labyrinth, the 
treatment of specific disease of the ear with salvarsan, otosclerosis, 
and neoplasms of the ear. 

The volume is one of decided value and the authors are to be 
commended for their careful selection of so many subjects of great 
present-day interest. . G. M. P. 


Appendicitis. By John B. Deavek, M.D., Sc.D., LL.D., Pro¬ 
fessor of the Practice of Surgery, University of Pennsylvania. 

Fourth edition; pp. 379; 14 illustrations. Philadelphia: P. 

Blakiston’s Sou & Co., 1913. 

Seventeen years ago the first edition of this book was criticised 
—on the whole unfavorably—by the present writer. The specific 
counts of the indictment against the book were chiefly as follows: 
(a) A lack of information as to the proportion of recoveries from 
genuine attacks, without operation; as to the number of such cases 
who have second attacks; as to the proportionate fatality of such 
recurrences as compared with primary outbreaks; as to the relative 
advantages of immediate operation and of delay in cases seen 
some days after the primary seizure, and which show signs of 
the formation of a localized abscess; as to the existence or non¬ 
existence of “stercoral typhlitis,” and of the “simple catarrhal” 
or “mechanical" forms of appendicitis, those thought to be caused 
by a stretching or a twisting of the meso-appendix; (b) insuflicient 
description of the relapsing and recurrent forms of the disease and 
of its complications; (c) a too free use of other authors without 
adequate acknowledgment; and (d) a too absolute insistence upon 
the rule that “where practicable all cases of appendicitis should 
be operated upon as soon as the diagnosis has been established,” 
though as to the last point, the reviewer added: “This may be 
good surgery'; time will show'.” 

It has been most interesting to read the present edition of this 
book with these criticisms of nearly two decades ago in mind. 
It is fair to say: 

First, that such retrospective comparison demonstrates that, as 
has been the case with many’ reviewers, from the days of “The 
Dunciad” or of “English Bards and Scotch Reviewers” dow'n to 
this relatively insignificant instance, it is apparent that it is easier 
for a reviewer to be, or to seem, clever than to be just. There 
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